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City of Blue Ridge 
Special Called Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

June 6, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon,  
Rodney Kendall, Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas 
City Attorney David Syfan 
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Bruce Pack offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 
Mayor Whitener stated that a copy of the rules of procedures were available at the Council 
desk.  
 

4) City Park Expense Approval: 
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to table City Park Expense Approval. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

5) Executive Session to go into Mediation Regarding Pending Litigation: 
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session 
for mediation regarding pending litigation. The motion was seconded by Council Member Angie 
Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. City Attorney David Syfan explained that the Mayor 
and Council are permitted by law to close the meeting for the purpose of mediation regarding 
pending litigation. When the Council returned from the executive session, those present 
included Mayor Pro-Tem Rodney Kendall and Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon and 
Bruce Pack. Mayor Pro-Tem Rodney Kendall announced that no agreement had been made in 
the executive session. Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to open the meeting from the 
executive session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 
4-0. Motion carried.  
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6) Adjournment: 

Council Member Bruce Pack made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Meeting adjourned. 

Mayor Donna Whitener 

Approved 

- . 
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

June 14, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Pro Tem Rodney Kendall 
Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon,  
Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney R. David Syfan 
 
Absent: Mayor Donna Whitener 
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Bruce Pack offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 
Mayor Pro Tem Rodney Kendall stated that a copy of the rules of procedures was available at 
the Council desk.  
 

4) Approval of Minutes: 
a) Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the April 19, 2016 Special 

Called Council Meeting Minutes (including executive session minutes). The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

b) Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the April 22, 2016 Special 
Called Council Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. 
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

c) Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the May 10, 2016 Council 
Meeting Minutes (including executive session minutes). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

d) Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the June 6, 2016 Special Called 
Council Meeting Minutes (includes executive session minutes). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
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5) Jarrard & Davis, LLP Phase Two Findings Report in Regards to Investigation—Ken Jarrard: 
Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to allow Attorney Ken Jarrard additional time 
rather than limit his presentation to the regular allotted five minutes. The motion was seconded 
by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Mr. Jarrard began his 
presentation by discussing how the investigation arrived at phase two. After he established how 
phase two began he began to discuss his seventeen page report (attached). After he went over 
and explained his report he informed the Council that his investigation was complete and asked 
if there were any questions. There being none, Mr. Jarrard thanked the Council for allowing his 
firm the opportunity to serve Blue Ridge and left the meeting.  
 

6) Appeal of Zoning Board of Appeals Decision: 
Attorney Frank Moore presented the Council with an amended appeal along with photographs 
of the subject property (attached). Mr. Moore explained that his clients, Mr. and Mrs. Whaley 
were requesting a 9.5 foot variance because their contractor had built a deck that encroaches 
the rear setback requirements. He further explained that the Zoning Board of Appeals denied 
their request for a variance and that he would like to request that the Council allow the variance 
since he believed that all conditions of the Zoning Ordinance have been met. Council Member 
Angie Arp made a motion to allow additional time since the allotted five minutes had expired. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried. Council Member Rhonda Thomas requested that Council Member Harold Herndon 
speak since he met with Mr. and Mrs. Whaley, Mr. Farmer (the adjacent property owner who 
objected the variance), Mayor Whitener, and Zoning Administrator Roy Parsons. Mr. Herndon 
explained that Mr. Farmer no longer objected to the variance but would like Mr. and Mrs. 
Whaley to add a wall between the two properties. After some discussion Mrs. Whaley agreed to 
add a wall between the properties. Attorney David Syfan explained the Council’s options. After 
some discussion about their different options, Council Member Harold Herndon asked Roy 
Parsons if the wall is supposed to be four feet or five feet. Mr. Parsons responded that the wall 
is supposed to be five feet but that required addition permitting and explained that Mr. Farmer 
had stated that he did not want to cause any harm to the Whaley’s. Council Member Rhonda 
Thomas made a motion to overturn the Zoning Board of Appeals recommendation and to grant 
a 9.5 foot variance with a maximum five foot sloping wall. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-1 with Council Member Rodney Kendall opposed. 
Motion carried.  

 
 

7) Skid Steer Purchase-Tammy Decker: 
Tammy Decker with Rural Development explained that Mayor Whitener had approached her 
about financing the purchase of a skid steer. Ms. Decker explained that RD was able to finance 
the purchase as well as grant funding. She explained that the Council received a letter of 
conditions last month. She continued to explain that certain conditions have to be met. The 
maximum loan amount is $19,100.00. A maximum grant amount of $24,900.00. The City will 
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28) Wastewater Camera Quote Approval: 
The Council was presented three quotes for a wastewater camera (attached). After some 
discussion, Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the quote from Fortiline 
if the City could still receive the promotion stated on the quote, if not then the Council would 
prefer approving the quote from Ferguson in the amount of $12,700.00. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

29) Security System Quotes: 
Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to table the topic. The motion was seconded 
by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

30) Welch, Walker & Associates, PC, CPAs Invoice No. A16014: 
Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve Welch, Walker & Associates 
Invoice No. A16014 in the amount of $10,000.00 (attached). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

31) Tree City Nursery & Landscaping Statement No. 1001: 
The Council was presented a statement in the amount of $3,894.61 (attached). The Council 
discussed the statement and inquired if the invoices could be paid from the grant funds that the 
City has received. Mayor Whitener who has been in charge of renovations at the park was not 
present to answer questions of the Council. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to 
approve the statement and to pay it from grant funds. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

32) Johnson Paving Invoice No. 2131: 
The Council was presented an invoice in the amount of $4,200.00 for asphalt patch on Mountain 
Street (attached). The Council questions in amount of the invoice. Council Member Rhonda 
Thomas made a motion to table the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

33) Harris Computer Systems Invoice No. LGMN00000002061, LGMN00000002493, and 
LGMN00000002928: 
The Council was presented the invoices in the total amount of $28,149.28 (attached). Council 
Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the invoices. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

34) Frank X. Moore—Zoning Board of Appeals Decision Appeal (Sycamore Crossing): 
Mr. Moore did not speak at this time because he was given the chance to speak earlier in the 
meeting.  
 

35) Cesar Martinez—The Blue Ridge Business Association: 




